LABOUR AND ECONOMICS
In 1895 and again in 1900 an immense number voted for the Unionist
party, being swept into the prevailing tides of anti-Irish and imperialist
opinion. In the " Khaki election " of 1900 Liberal opponents of the
South African war were unpleasantly surprised to find Scottish workers
voting solidly against them, and the miners' vote in England and Wales
scarcely less hostile. At this election the Independent Labour Party
ran only twelve candidates, but secured the election of two, Keir
Hardie and John Burns. It gave a special satisfaction to the doctrin-
aire Socialists who disliked " middle-class Liberalism " rather more
than they did Toryism, that by splitting the Liberal and Radical vote
they had caused the defeat of several Liberals, but this gave little
pleasure to practical politicians of the working-class who saw the
Tory party reaping the benefit of these tactics.
The result after 1900 was a reaction against the Independent Labour
movement and a swing back to co-operation between Liberal and
Labour. Keir Hardie and his Independents still stood out, but some-
thing like a " gentleman's agreement" was concluded between the
other Labour leaders and the Liberal whips whereby " split candida-
tures " were as far as possible avoided and the Liberal and Labour vote
concentrated on getting the largest number of Liberal and Labour
candidates elected. This resulted in the return of fifty-three Labour
candidates at the 1906 election, of whom twenty-four were openly
allied with the Liberal Party, and twenty-nine stood and were elected
as members of the Independent Labour Party and nominees of the
Labour Representation Committee, and were pledged to sit and vote
as an independent party. These twenty-nine were the forerunners of
the Labour Party of later times, and the organization they founded
and the fund they persuaded the Trade Union Congress to establish
rendered its subsequent development possible. Philip Snowden
(afterwards Viscount Snowden) was one of the most active and per-
sistent members of this group and made a. special mark in the subse-
quent Parliaments by his trenchant and rather biting speeches.
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The period, as a whole, was one of adversity for the trade unions.
As the unions enlarged their spheres and became confederations of
trades, so the employers enlarged theirs and established confederations
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